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Secretary Snyder today presented to five Treasury employees the 
Department's gold medal for exceptional civilian service. The medal 
is the highest award of the Department for civilian accomplishments. 
Two of the recipients of the medals are employees of the Bureau of the 
Mint, two of the Bureau of Internal Revenue, and one of the Bureau of 
Accounts. 


Arthur E. Mills, head of the Washington Technical Staff of the 
Division of Disbursement, Bureau of Accounts, was awarded the Treasury 
medal for the invention, design or development of numerous machine 
improvements, including a device which consolidates into one operation 
the several steps previously followed in »roducing a Government checks 
In presenting the medal, Secretary Snyder said that Mr. Mills!’ accomplish- 
ments "have been so varied, and his contributions to the work of his 
division so far-reaching that they represent a very large sum in terms 
of savings to the Government." 


Joseph %,. Steel and William P. Kruse, of the San Francisco Mint, 
received medals for the development of a dual coin-stamping machine. 
This machine is considered to be the U.S. Mint's most revolutionary 
improvement from an operating standpoint during the past fifty years. 


Mr. Steel, who is superintendent of the Coining Department of the 
San Francisco Mint, and Mr. Kruse, foreman of mechanics in the same 
institution, collaboratcd in the development of the machinery, which 
has been in operation for the past four years. Without this device, 
Secretary Snyder stated, the Mints would have required nev buildings 
and cquipment costing hundreds of thousands of dollars, in order to 
keep abreast of increascd coinage demands. 


Peter J. Valaer, Jr., a scientist in the Alcohol Tax Unit in 
Washington and an employee of the Bureau of Internal Revenue since 1907, 
was given the medal for the »reparation of a series of definitive articles 
for professional journals dealing with new and improved methods of 
standardization, sampling, manufacture and testing'of various types of 
distilled and fermented beverages. These articles, Secretary Snyder 
said, contain information that has been highly useful to Federal and 
State agencies having control over the manufacture and sale of distilled 
spirits and fermented beverages. Mr. Valaer's cevelopment and improve-— 
ment of methods and procedures has accomplished fine results in the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue, 
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Charles M. Milos, associate chemist in the New York office of the 
Alcohol Tax Unit, Bureau of Internal Reverue, received the medal for 
the development of a method for the sereetion and estimation of heroin 
in the presence of other alkaloids, which has effected a great saving 
of time in his laboratory. Mr. Milos, an employee of Alcohol Tax and 
its predecessor agenciés since 1929, has been outstanding for many years 

the development of analytical procedures for the determination of 
narcotic drugs, Secretary Snyder said. 


The medals presented today are of gold, 
the Treasury Building in Washington with the words 
civilian service." The reverse of the medal shows the Crea ‘apa of 
the Treasury, and the name of the recipient. A certificate of merit, 
signed by Secretary Snyder, and a gold lapel button also were ras ohne 
to each member of the group at today's ceremony, 

A Congressional Act approved August 2, 1946, and a subsequ 
Executive Order provided authority for hon orary recognition of 
or meritorious service of civilian officers and employees of the Fe 
Government. -Under this authority, the Treasury Modal was approved 
designed as the highest avard to employces who have made outstandin 
contributions in thcir work. The five medais srescnted today are 
first to be conferred. 
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